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Interpretation – “financial incentives” exclude power purchase agreements
Czinkota et al, 9 - Associate Professor at the McDonough School of Business at Georgetown University (Michael, Fundamentals of International Business, p. 69 – google books)

Incentives offered by policymakers to … , and investments in infrastructure facilities.

Prefer our interpretation –

A. Limits – they allow any … industry – that explodes neg burden. 
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Status quo is on track for a deal on sequestration

Weisman 10/1 Jonathan is a writer at the New York Times. “Leaders at Work on Plan to Avert Mandatory Cuts,” 2012, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/02/us/senate-leaders-at-work-on-plan-to-avert-fiscal-cliff.html?hp&_r=0

WASHINGTON — Senate leaders are closing … party and sign the bill.”

Pushing military energy initiatives poisons the well for fiscal cliff negotiations---the link’s unique because green military spending’s been cut 

Jeff Sorenson 9-28, a retired lieutenant general (U.S. Army), is a vice president and partner in A.T. Kearney's defense practice and a former U.S. Army chief information officer, 9/28/12, “Saving energy, saving soldiers' lives,” http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/economy-a-budget/259163-saving-energy-saving-soldiers-lives
From biofuels that could propel … billions on renewable energy projects.

New spending on energy will tank the deal

Macauley, 12 (1/6, Vice President for Research and Senior Fellow, Resources for the Future, “It’s Economics,” http://energy.nationaljournal.com/2012/01/whats-in-store-for-2012.php)

Congressional action on energy, climate, … see them happening this year.

Presidential leadership is key to a compromise – the alternative is the collapse of hegemony, a double-dip recession, and war in the Middle East

Hutchison, U.S. Senator from the great state of Texas, 9/21/2012

(Kay Bailey, “A Looming Threat to National Security,” States News Service, Lexis)

Despite warnings of the dire … growth and punish working families.

Failure to reach a deal causes a credit downgrade and recession

AP, 9/12/12 (“Moody's set to downgrade US without budget deal”, http://www.indystar.com/viewart/20120912/BUSINESS/209120329/Moody-s-set-downgrade-US-without-budget-deal)

The U.S. government's debt rating could … of the talks is clear.

Tanks the global economy

Manier 11 George Maniere, contributor to Seeking Alpha, 7/28/11, “U.S. Debt Downgrade and Its Consequences Too Close for Comfort,” Seeking Alpha,  http://seekingalpha.com/article/282627-u-s-debt-downgrade-and-its-consequences-too-close-for-comfort

Despite what you may have … like a day at the beach.
Nuclear war – kills millions

Geoffrey Kemp, ‘10 (Director of Regional Strategic Programs at The Nixon Center, served in the White House under Ronald Reagan, special assistant to the president for national security affairs and senior director for Near East and South Asian affairs on the National Security Council Staff, Former Director, Middle East Arms Control Project at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2010, The East Moves West: India, China, and Asia’s Growing Presence in the Middle East, p. 233-4)

The second scenario, called Mayhem … -thirds of the planet’s population.
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Text: The Department of Defense should

-Add a stipulation to the regulations of the Environmental Conservation Investment Program requiring microgrids receive special consideration for funding

-Expand the expected lifespan of microgrids from 10 to 20 years

-Allow base commanders to enter into alternative financing agreements for microgrids

The counterplan procures microgrids at no cost

Sater 11 (Daniel, Research Fellow at Global Green USA's Security and Sustainability Office, "Military Energy Security: Current Efforts and Future Solutions," Global Green, globalgreen.org/docs/publication-185-1.pdf)
A no-cost solution for the … to deploy microgrids more rapidly. 
The counterplan performs the same exact functions as Smart Grids without requiring Congressional appropriations

Sater 11 (Daniel, Research Fellow at Global Green USA's Security and Sustainability Office, "Military Energy Security: Current Efforts and Future Solutions," Global Green, globalgreen.org/docs/publication-185-1.pdf)

A Microgrid is a small localized … the Defense   Department’s energy problems. 
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Russia is winning the race to SMRs now – key to nuclear expertise

Economist 10 (The Economist, 10-9-10, “Mini nuclear reactors: thinking small,” http://www.economist.com/node/17647651?story_id=17647651&fsrc=rss)

A global race is under … country's once-mighty nuclear industry.

Development of SMRs allows the US to capture nuclear market share from Russia

Rosner & Goldberg 11 (Robert Rosner, William E. Wrather Distinguished Service Professor, Departments of Astronomy and Astrophysics, and Physics at UChicago, and the College; Senior Fellow, Computation Institute; Director, Energy Policy Institute; Enrico Fermi Institute; Harris School of Public Policy & Stephen Goldberg, Special Assistant to the Director, Argonne National Laboratory. Senior Fellow, Energy Policy Institute at Chicago.  November 2011, “Small modular reactors – key to future nuclear power generation in the US,” https://epic.sites.uchicago.edu/sites/epic.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/EPICSMRWhitePaperFinalcopy.pdf)

As stated earlier, SMRs have … , and, now rapidly emerging, China.

Nuclear leadership is key to the Russian economy

AEP 2012 (JSC Atomenergoprom, “Russian Nuclear Industry Today,” date is date accessed, August 25, 2012, http://atomenergoprom.ru/en/nuclear/rus/)
Russian nuclear industry is one … growth of the country’s economy.

Nuclear development reduce natural gas prices

Adams 9 (Rod Adams, “Nuclear Energy Growth Might Turn Promises of Low Natural Gas Prices Into a Reality,” 11/6/9) http://atomicinsights.com/2009/11/nuclear-energy-growth-might-turn-promises-of-low-natural-gas-prices-into-a-reality.html
Just yesterday, I wrote a lengthy piece talking about how natural gas suppliers are working hard to market their product to both gas customers and to politicians who are making large impact energy policy decisions. One of the marketing bullets being used is that natural gas is newly abundant and can thus be considered a reliable, long term energy option.

I indicated that I was skeptical about that scenario since the “abundance” of gas is something that can quickly disappear if demand picks up and as reduced drilling activity changes the amount of gas that is actually extracted from deep underground tight gas formations (classified now as proven reserves) each month.

I neglected to include another large factor in my previous discussion. Part of my motivation for talking about the possibility that the natural gas marketers are going to be proven to be liars when it comes to supply abundance is that I am certain that nuclear energy is a better long term solution. It is one that should not be pushed off just because gas looks cheap – as long as you can forget the fact that it was selling for about three times as much as today’s price just 15 months ago.

However, I am not the only … sage energy price prediction geniuses.
Russia’s gas dominance is the lifeblood of its economy-oil can’t compensate

Lindsay Wright 9, contributor to the … Gazprom’s pipelines crisscrossing the continent.

Russian economic decline causes nuclear war

FILGER 2009 (Sheldon, author and blogger for the Huffington Post, “Russian Economy Faces Disastrous Free Fall Contraction” http://www.globaleconomiccrisis.com/blog/archives/356)

In Russia historically, economic health … is its least dangerous consequence.
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The United States federal government should not launch a military response, including the use of nuclear weapons, in the event of a cyber-attack on the United States.

The United States federal government should substantially reduce Department of Energy incentives for small modular reactors.

adv 1 – commercial grid

Commercial grid fine

Farrell et al, 02 - research engineer in the Department of Engineering and Public Policy at Carnegie Mellon University and the executive director of the Carnegie Mellon Electricity Industry Center (Alexander, “Bolstering the Security of the Electric Power System,” Issues in Science and Technology, Spring, http://www.issues.org/18.3/farrell.html)

Turning out the lights

Many terrorism scenarios involve disruption … or significant loss of life.

Superconducting cables solve

DHS, 8/7/2009, "Powering American Cities in … dense and busy American cities.
adv 2 – resilience

SMRs fail—still are vulnerable and cause blackouts

Baker 12 (Matthew, American Security Project, “Do Small Modular Reactors Present a Serious Option for the Military’s Energy Needs?” http://americansecurityproject.org/blog/2012/do-small-modular-reactors-present-a-serious-option-for-the-militarys-energy-needs/)

The speakers at the DESC … more costly than its benefits.

Status quo solves islanding---the … their advantage and fixed it  

Michael Aimone 9-12, Director, Business Enterprise Integration, Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Installations and Environment), 9/12/12, Statement Before the House Committee on Homeland Security, Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection and Security Technologies, http://homeland.house.gov/sites/homeland.house.gov/files/Testimony%20-%20Aimone.pdf

DoD’s facility energy strategy is … places critical missions at risk.1 

Standby Power Generation 

Currently, DoD ensures that it … Mississippi, to support base recovery.   

Power purchasing agreements mean the utilities own the power

GAO 12 – Government Accountability Office, 4/4/12, “IMPROVED GUIDANCE AND INFORMATION SHARING NEEDED FOR DOD PROJECT-LEVEL OFFICIALS,” RPT-NUMBER: GAO-12-401, p. lexis 

-- Operation and maintenance of … a drawback of these two approaches.

That means the plan doesn’t cause islanding---utilities say no  

Annie Snider 12, E&E reporter, 1/27/12, “Clean energy doesn't always bring security for military,” http://www.eenews.net/public/Greenwire/2012/01/27/1

Just north of Las Vegas, a shimmering array of solar panels captures energy from the blazing sun to power some of the Air Force's most advanced work, including testing and flying drones.

Nellis Air Force Base's 14.2-megawatt … that requirement with thin margins.

"If our leadership determines to us that there is a financial value to energy security, then that will be used in our evaluation of price," said Steve Dumont, an energy manager for the Air Force Command that oversees Nellis. "It's really a policy issue."

And that is the rub: … security benefit to the military.

Squo inadequate infrastructure on Guam means US marines will stay at Futenma longer—improved infrastructure accelerates redeployment

KAN 2012 (Shirley A. Kan, Congressional Research Service Specialist in Asian Security Affairs, “Guam: U.S. Defense Deployments,” March 29, www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RS22570.pdf)
Military Readiness. At a hearing of … -ground stored fuel on Guam.

SMRs would be used to upgrade infrastructure on Guam

BAKER 2012 (Matthew, Do Small Modular Reactors Present a Serious Option for the Military’s Energy Needs?, American Security Project, June 22, http://americansecurityproject.org/blog/2012/do-small-modular-reactors-present-a-serious-option-for-the-militarys-energy-needs/)

The Defense Energy Security Caucus (… deployment of multiple SMR designs.”

SMRs are small, nuclear-powered reactors with power levels less than or equal to 300 MW and the capacity to produce as little as 25MW at a time.

SMRs differ from conventional nuclear reactors, which are capable of producing upward of 1,000MW, is that they are much smaller and cheaper. That makes them more capable of catering to our modern energy needs.

SMRs are able to be … can support remote military bases.

The speakers at the DESC briefing suggested a surge is needed in SMR production to combat a major vulnerability in America’s national security: possible attacks to the power grid. Such attacks could cause blackouts for over a year according to Congressman Bartlett, leading to blackouts never before experienced in the United States. In such an event the U.S. military would still need to function 24/7. Current predictions made by the DESC suggest that up to 90% of the US military’s energy needs could be supplied by SMRs.

Congressman Bartlett also pointed out … such bases energy self-sufficient.

Basing at Futenma is key to deter China—the plan signals weakness

KAN 2012 (Shirley A. Kan, Congressional Research Service Specialist in Asian Security Affairs, “Guam: U.S. Defense Deployments,” March 29, www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RS22570.pdf)
However, the impasse with Japan … wrong signals for strategic stability.49

Great power war

Weitz 2011 – Asia-Pacific strategic and security issues columnist for The Diplomat, director of the Center for Political-Military Analysis and a Senior Fellow at the Hudson Institute (1/11, Richard, The Diplomat, “The US keeps hedging over China”, http://the-diplomat.com/2011/01/11/why-us-keeps-hedging-over-china/)

Yet these policies should be … the region’s numerous territorial disputes.
adv 3 – meltdowns

Cyber attacks aren’t a thing

Rid 12 (Thomas Rid, Department of War Studies, King's College London, “Think Again: Cyberwar,” March 2012) http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/02/27/cyberwar?page=full
"Cyberwar Is Already Upon Us." … true cyberwar they are fighting. 

No cyberwar – its overblown

Cohen and Zenko 12 (Micah Zenko, Fellow for Conflict Prevention at the CFR, and Michael A Cohen, Senior Fellow at the American Security Project, serves on the board of the National Security Network and has taught at Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs, served in the U.S. Department of State, former Senior Vice President at the strategic communications firm of Robinson, Lerer and Montgomery, bachelor’s degree in international relations from American University and a master’s degree from Columbia University,  Foreign Affairds,  Vol. 91, Iss. 2; pg. 79, “The United States Is More Secure Than Washington Thinks,” Mar/Apr 2012) 
A more recent bogeyman in … commonsense prevention and mitigation efforts.

Grid is protected against cyber attacks

Sorebo 10 (Gib Sorebo is a recognized expert in assisting government and private sector organizations in their efforts to address cybersecurity risks and to comply with legal and regulatory requirements. Sorebo is a chief cybersecurity technologist and vice president for SAIC, where he is responsible for coordinating cybersecurity activities in the energy sector companywide and contributes to a variety of smart grid security research efforts, February 08, 2012, http://365.rsaconference.com/blogs/critical-infrastructure/authors/gns100)

Similarly, the Grey Goose Report … subjected tois not very productive.

Strong rigorous standards solve- no risk of cyber-attack taking out the grid

Sorebo 10 (Gib Sorebo is a recognized expert in assisting government and private sector organizations in their efforts to address cybersecurity risks and to comply with legal and regulatory requirements. Sorebo is a chief cybersecurity technologist and vice president for SAIC, where he is responsible for coordinating cybersecurity activities in the energy sector companywide and contributes to a variety of smart grid security research efforts, July 16, 2012, http://365.rsaconference.com/blogs/critical-infrastructure/authors/gns100)

The other statements made about … the entire implementation life cycle. 

Cyber-terrorism is literally impossible.  This isn’t WarGames

Green 2 – editor of The Washington Monthly (Joshua, 11/11, The Myth of Cyberterrorism, http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/features/2001/0211.green.html)

There's just one problem: There … , the Bush administration has balked.

Crushing BlackBerrys

When ordinary people imagine cyberterrorism, … planes are used as weapons.
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*Solvency – Smart Grid/Catchall

The counterplan solves all of the affs reasons why SMRs are key to the grid

Sater 11 (Daniel, Research Fellow at Global Green USA's Security and Sustainability Office, "Military Energy Security: Current Efforts and Future Solutions," Global Green, globalgreen.org/docs/publication-185-1.pdf)

A microgrid resembles the smart … devices such as electric vehicles.

*Solves DOD vulnerability

Smart microgrids solve DOD grid … problems with each individual component 

SERDP 12 – the Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program, DoD’s environmental science and technology program, executed in partnership with DOE and EPA, 7/10/12, “DoD Study Finds Microgrids Offer Improved Energy Security for DoD Installations,” http://www.serdp.org/News-and-Events/News-Announcements/Program-News/DoD-study-finds-microgrids-offer-improved-energy-security-for-DoD-installations

Advanced microgrids offer a cost-effective … helping to meet those needs.

*Solvency – Islands

The counterplan solves the Islanding internal link

Sater 11 (Daniel, Research Fellow at Global Green USA's Security and Sustainability Office, "Military Energy Security: Current Efforts and Future Solutions," Global Green, globalgreen.org/docs/publication-185-1.pdf)

If the microgrid detects a disruption … meet the critical load demand.  

Microgrids solve the impact

Aimone 12 (Statement of Mr. Michael Aimone Director Business Enterprise Integration Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Installations and Environment) Before the House Committee on Homeland Security Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection and Security Technologies, September 12, http://homeland.house.gov/sites/homeland.house.gov/files/Testimony%20-%20Aimone.pdf)

Although the Department will continue … grid and in “island”   mode.   

Solvency – CyberSecurity

Systems have built in security

SNL 12 (Sandia National Laboratories, "SPIDERS microgrid project secures military installations," February 22, https://share.sandia.gov/news/resources/news_releases/spiders/)

Such integration requires data to … as intended: reliably and securely.”

*Solvency – Military Applications

MicroGrids can be used in the field

Sater 11 (Daniel, Research Fellow at Global Green USA's Security and Sustainability Office, "Military Energy Security: Current Efforts and Future Solutions," Global Green, globalgreen.org/docs/publication-185-1.pdf)

Microgrids also have the potential … more power than is necessary.  67

Ext Superconducting Cables – AT: Failures

Redundancy and new linkages mean no impact to failures

DHS, 8/7/2009, "Powering American Cities in … to share power and assets.
Ext Superconducting Cables – AT: Tech Not Feasible

Tech is already demonstrated

DHS, 8/7/2009, "Powering American Cities in … Manhattan substations with the cable.
No grid tism

Grid resilience means no impact and no attempt
Kaplan 07 (Eben–Associated Editor at … designed to disable power grids.

Signaling Key Infrastructure Turn

Turn – singling out high-value assets invites attack

Will Rogers, Center for a New … security guidelines or U.S national security.” (p. 25)
KOREA IMPACT

Withdrawal disrupts US strategic planning and removes critical forces that would deter and defeat North Korea and dissuade them from WMD escalation

LEE 2010 (Lee Jin-nyong, “US Base in Okinawa,” Dong-a ilbo, April 28, http://english.donga.com/srv/service.php3?biid=2010042821218)
Okinawa Prefecture is quite isolated … its defense against North Korea.
Unchecked North Korean WMD use would cause a US nuclear response

SCHNEIDER 1997 (Barry, Director of the USAF Counterproliferation Center at Air University, Maxwell AFB, Alabama, and an Associate Professor of International Relations in the Department of Future Conflict Studies at the U.S. Air War College., Future War and Counterproliferation, 72-73
As a result, today, in the … might demand harsh nuclear retribution.
That destroys the nuclear taboo—this makes worldwide nuclear wars inevitable

GIZEWSKI 1996 (Peter, Senior Associate, Peace and Conflict Studies Programme, University of Toronto, International Journal, Summer, p. 400)
Absolute and all-encompassing, the … of more destruction to come.
***1NR***

DA
DoD providing a market revives the entire US SMR industry

Andres & Breetz 11 (Richard B. Andres is Professor of National Security Strategy at the National War College and a Senior fellow and energy and environmental Security and Policy Chair in the Center for Strategic research, institute for national Strategic Studies, at the national Defense University. Hanna L. Breetz is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Political Science at the Massachusetts institute of technology.  February 2011, “Small nuclear reactors for military installations: capabilities, costs, and technological implications,” http://www.ndu.edu/press/lib/pdf/StrForum/SF-262.pdf)

The “Valley of Death.” Given … technologies, and demonstrating technical viability.32

The tech is incomplete – military as a first mover boosts it substantially

Andres & Breetz 11 (Richard B. Andres is Professor of National Security Strategy at the National War College and a Senior fellow and energy and environmental Security and Policy Chair in the Center for Strategic research, institute for national Strategic Studies, at the national Defense University. Hanna L. Breetz is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Political Science at the Massachusetts institute of technology.  February 2011, “Small nuclear reactors for military installations: capabilities, costs, and technological implications,” http://www.ndu.edu/press/lib/pdf/StrForum/SF-262.pdf)

All current proposals and discussions … role in testing small reactors.

DOD investments spill over – high purchasing power, encourages tech development

Makhijani 10 (Shakuntala Makhijani, research associate at the Worldwatch Institute working with the Climate & Energy program on Low Carbon Development Strategies, M.S. in sustainable systems from Michigan & BSFS in Science, Technology, and International Affairs from Georgetown, 8-12-10, “US military takes a leadership role in sustainable energy development,” http://blogs.worldwatch.org/revolt/u-s-military-takes-a-leadership-role-in-sustainable-energy-development/)

At the briefing, Brigadier General … transport fuel through dangerous territory.

2nc AT: US not key

Domestic gas restores American bargaining power, pushes Russia out of europe

Nye ‘12

Joseph S. Nye, a former U.S. assistant secretary of defense, is a professor at Harvard University and the author of "The Future of Power." Korea Times, July 22, 2012, Energy independence in interdependent world, lexis, jj

At the same time, America's … interdependence. Nixon got that right.

That drives out Russia 

Jaffe and O’Sullivan 12 Amy Myers Jaffe is the Wallace S. Wilson Fellow in Energy Studies at the James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy at Rice University, and Meghan L. O’Sullivan is the Jeane Kirkpatrick Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at the John F. Kennedy School at Harvard University. "The Geopolitics of Natural Gas," July, http://bakerinstitute.org/publications/EF-pub-HKSGeopoliticsOfNaturalGas-073012.pdf

Knowledge of the shale gas … terms signals a major paradigm shift.

Yet as Europe moves to gas-on-gas pricing, global marker prices in the reference scenario fail to converge through 2040. Europe's price premium will hover at more than SI above Henry Hub prices, even as Europe develops its own shale resource and diversifies sources of supply.

Shale gas eventually makes up 20 … to flow into the line.

Smrs in  particular trade off with ngas

Marston 12 (Theodore U. Marston PHD. – Principal @ Marston Consulting. Board of Managers, Idaho National Laboratory. Formerly DOE NERAC Generation IV Oversight Committee 2001-2002)

The primary economic challenge to … on achieving the following opportunities:

l Streamline design and manufacturing are necessary to offset the economies of scale of other generation options, particularly nuclear plants. ALWRs are becoming larger and larger due to the economies of scale. The only prospect to reverse this effect for the smaller smLWRs is to streamline the shop fabrication of the NSSS and other modules, ship them to the site and install them rapidly. The requisite quality standards must be maintained throughout the entire process.

l Modularity of the smLWRs … and decommission nuclear power plants.

Specifically, SMRs solve market risk and fit the need to replace natural gas

Rosner and Goldberg 11 (Robert Rosner, Professor, Departments of Astronomy and Astrophysics, and Physics, and the College; Senior Fellow @ UChicago. Stephen M. Goldberg is Special Assistant to the Director at Argonne National Laboratory)

(November 2011. Energy Policy Institute at Chicago The Harris School of Public Policy Studies “Small Modular Reactors – Key to Future Nuclear Power Generation in the U.S.” https://epic.sites.uchicago.edu/sites/epic.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/EPICSMRWhitePaperFinalcopy.pdf)

SMRs could potentially mitigate such a … could potentially “fit the bill.”

Sphere Mod-1NC

Gas exports are key to Russia’s sphere-single biggest internal 

Colonel Alexander L. Koven United States … a threat to its own security."35

US encroachment on Russia’s sphere of influence kills cooperation

Eyal 2010 (Jonathan, U.S., Russia truly committed to improving their relations, 26 June 2010, http://www.chinapost.com.tw/commentary/the-china-post/special-to-the-china-post/2010/06/26/262241/US-Russia.htm)

Yet the meeting between the Russian and American leaders also cements a blossoming new partnership between their countries, after decades of frosty relations. This is one foreign policy achievement for which U.S. President Obama can justifiably feel proud. Since the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991, all U.S. presidents have tried to forge better relations with Moscow, but usually with little success. The old Cold War confrontation was quickly replaced by a feeling of mutual resentment. The Russians objected to what they saw as America's encroachment into their old sphere of influence, as Nato kept expanding into Eastern Europe. And the U.S., in turn, fretted about the alleged absence of democratic reforms in Moscow. Relations sunk to their lowest ebb when Russian troops invaded Georgia in August 2008, a conflict exacerbated by miscalculations in both Moscow and Washington. But by the time Obama came to power, many of these disputes were already over. Nato's expansion into the former Soviet republics reached its natural conclusion, while in Russia, Medvedev, a politician who believes in diplomacy, took over from Vladimir Putin, now Prime Minister, who instinctively opted for confrontation. Obama identified a “reset” in U.S.-Russian relations as one of his chief foreign policy objectives. He cancelled plans to build U.S. missile defense installations in Europe, to Moscow's great delight. And he swiftly re-launched nuclear disarmament talks. There were hiccups on the way. Obama's sudden tilt towards Russia alarmed some European countries, who feared that their security interests would be sacrificed. A nuclear disarmament deal proved difficult to negotiate, and still has to be ratified by the U.S. Congress. And Obama himself committed a gaffe when, during his first official visit to Moscow early last year, he made disparaging remarks about Putin, who continues to exercise considerable influence. But ultimately, Obama's strategy has worked because, as Sergey Rogov, who heads Russia's Institute for the U.S. and Canadian Studies, points out, Russian officials were persuaded that Washington had truly abandoned its “paternalistic tone towards Moscow.” As a result, Russia swung behind the U.S. in adopting sanctions against Iran, and this ensured that China also accepted the need for sanctions. However, the U.S.-Russian rapprochement has only begun. Although bilateral trade has doubled during the past year, it still stands at a puny US$24 billion, less than America's trade with Taiwan, and a mere fraction of the total value of America's trade with China, a figure which is 15 times larger. 

That escalates to nuclear war

Cohen 10—prof, Russian Studies and History, NYU. Prof emeritus, Princeton (Stephen, US-Russian Relations in an Age of American Triumphalism: An Interview with Stephen F. Cohen, 25 May 2010, http://www.thenation.com/article/us-russian-relations-age-american-triumphalism-interview-stephen-f-cohen)

The third post-1991 conflict is stated like a mantra by American policymakers: Russia cannot have the sphere of influence it wants in the former Soviet territories. This issue, the fundamental, underlying conflict in U.S.-Russian relations, needs to be rethought and openly discussed. The United States had and has spheres of influence. We had the Monroe Doctrine in Latin America and tacitly cling to it even today. More to the point, the expansion of NATO is, of course, an expansion of the American sphere of influence, which brings America's military, political, and economic might to new member countries. Certainly, this has been the case since the 1990s, as NATO expanded across the former Soviet bloc, from Germany to the Baltic nations. All of these countries are now part of the U.S. sphere of influence, though Washington doesn't openly use this expression. So American policy is this: The United States can have spheres of influence but Russia cannot, not even in its own security neighborhood. Moscow understands this, and has reacted predictably. If U.S. policymakers and their accommodating media really care about American national security, which requires fulsome Russian cooperation in many areas, they would rethink this presumption. Instead, leaders like Senator McCain and Vice President Biden repeatedly visit Tblisi and Kiev to declare that Russia is not entitled to influence in those capitals while trying to tug those governments into NATO. Unless we want a new, full-scale cold war with Russia, we must ask what Moscow actually wants in former Soviet republics like Georgia and Ukraine. There are, of course, Russian political forces that would like to restore them to their Soviet status under Moscow’s hegemony. But for the Kremlin leadership, from Putin to Medvedev, their essential demand is an absence of pro-American military bases and governments in those neighboring countries. In a word, that they not become members of NATO. Is that unreasonable? Imagine Washington’s reaction if pro-Russian bases and governments suddenly began appearing in America's sphere, from Latin America and Mexico to Canada. Of course, there has been no such discussion in the United States. And that has created the fourth major conflict with Russia since 1991: Moscow's perception that U.S. policy has been based on an unrelenting, triumphalist double standard, as it has been. Washington can break solemn promises, but Moscow cannot. The United States can have large and expanding spheres of influence, but Russia can have none. Moscow is told to make its vast energy reserves available to all countries at fair-market prices, except to those governments Washington has recruited or is currently recruiting into NATO, such as the Baltics, Ukraine, and Georgia, which Moscow should supply at sharply below-market prices. Moscow is asked to support Washington's perceived national interests in Iraq, Iran, and Afghanistan, but without considering that Moscow may have legitimately different security or economic interests in those places. And so it goes. Journal: What have been the consequences of this attitude toward Russia? Cohen: I think we've had an omen: the so-called "Russian-Georgian" war in August 2008. It's called the "Russian-Georgian" war, but was also a proxy American-Russian war. Washington created Saakashvili's Georgian regime and continues to support it. Washington created his fighting force and supplied it with American military minders. American leaders were in Tblisi in the days and weeks leading up to the war. Georgia fired the first shots, as the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) has confirmed. And since then Washington and the mainstream U.S. media have made excuses for what Georgia did by blaming Russia. What they should be focusing on instead is that this was the first ever American-Russian proxy war on Russia's own borders, potentially the most dangerous moment in American-Russian relations since the Cuban Missile Crisis. What would have happened, for example, if an American with or near Saakashvili's forces had been killed by the Russians? There would have been clamor in the United States for military retaliation. Or if Moscow thought, as it seemed to have at first, that the Georgian attack on South Ossetia would be backed by NATO forces if necessary? In July 2009, President Obama went to Moscow and told President Medvedev that Russia was a co-equal great power with legitimate national interests, implying that Washington's reckless policy that led to the Georgian war would end. A few days later, an American warship sailed into a Georgian port. Moscow wondered who sent it, and who is running current U.S. policy. Journal: Is the current U.S. policy toward Russia putting us in greater danger than during the Cold War? Cohen: The real concern I have with this "we won the Cold War" triumphalism is the mythology that we are safer today than we were when the Soviet Union existed. Though it is blasphemous to say so, we are not safer for several reasons, one being that the Soviet state kept the lid on very dangerous things. The Soviet Union was in control of its nuclear and related arsenals. Post-Soviet Russia is "sorta" in control, but "sorta" is not enough. There is no margin for error. Reagan's goal in the 1980s was not to end the Soviet Union, but to turn it into a permanent partner of the United States. He came very close to achieving that and deserves enormous credit. He did what had to be done by meeting Gorbachev half-way. But since 1991, the arrogance of American policymaking toward Russia has either kept the Cold War from being fully ended or started a new one. The greatest threats to our national security still reside in Russia. This is not because it's communist, but because it is laden with all these nuclear, chemical, and biological devices—that’s the threat. The reaction of the second Bush administration was to junk decades of safe-guarding agreements with Moscow. It was the first time in modern times that we have had no nuclear control reduction agreement with the Russians. What should worry us every day and night is the triumphalist notion that nuclear war is no longer possible. It is now possible in even more ways than before, especially accidental ones. Meanwhile, the former Soviet territories remain a Wal-Mart of dirty material and know-how. If terrorists ever explode a dirty device in the United States, even a small one, the material is likely to come from the former Soviet Union. The Nunn-Lugar Act (1992) was the best program Congress ever enacted to help Russia secure its nuclear material and know-how, a major contribution to American national security. But no one in Washington connects the dots. Take Senator Lugar himself. He seems not to understand that we need Russia's complete cooperation to make his own legislation fully successful, but he repeatedly speaks undiplomatically, even in ugly ways, about Russia’s leaders, thereby limiting their cooperation and undermining his own legacy. In other words, to have a nuclear relationship with Russia that will secure our national security, we must have a fully cooperative, trusting political relationship with Moscow. That’s why all the talk about a replacement for the expired START agreement, which Obama has been having trouble reaching with the Kremlin, is half-witted. Even if the two sides agree, and even if the Senate and Russian Duma ratify a new treaty, the agreement will be unstable because the political relationship is bad and growing worse. Evidently, no one in the Administration, Congress, or the mainstream media, or, I should add in the think tanks, can connect these dots. 

complexity

Predictions are good enough to … sets the bar too high

Chernoff 9 (Fred, Prof. IR and Dir. IR – Colgate U., European Journal of International Relations, “Conventionalism as an Adequate Basis for Policy-Relevant IR Theory”, 15:1, Sage)

For these and other reasons, … evident from the foregoing discussion.

International politics is not a complex system – the presence of authority minimizes complexity and computer models are incapable of simulating future events without making unfounded assumptions about agency

Earnest and Rosenau 06 – (2006, David, PhD, Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Studies at Old Dominion University, and James, PhD, University Professor of International Affairs at The George Washington University, “Signifying Nothing? What Complex Systems Theory Can and Cannot Tell Us about Global Politics,” in Complexity in World Politics ed. Neil E. Harrison, State University of New York Press, 2006, p. 143-4)

In this chapter we argue … the promise of its methods.

Complexity models can’t disprove empirical hypotheses – useless as a theory of politics

Earnest and Rosenau 06 – (2006, David, PhD, Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Studies at Old Dominion University, and James, PhD, University Professor of International Affairs at The George Washington University, “Signifying Nothing? What Complex Systems Theory Can and Cannot Tell Us about Global Politics,” in Complexity in World Politics ed. Neil E. Harrison, State University of New York Press, 2006, p. 149)

Despite these advantages, the methods … a computer—much ado about nothing.3

Defer to best evidence to resolve impacts – only way to avoid dogmatism and create effective policy analysis

Sil ‘2k

Rudra Sil, assistance professor of Political Science @ the University of Pennsylvania. “Beyond boundaries?: disciplines, paradigms, and theoretical integration in International Studies. 2001. P. 161.

In the end, there may be no alternative to relying on the judgment of other human beings, and this judgment is difficult to form in the absence of empirical findings. However, instead of clinging to the elusive idea of a uniform standard for the empirical validation of theories, it is possible to simply present a set of observational statements—whether we call it "data" or "narrative"—for the modest purpose of rendering an explanation or interpretation more plausible than the audience would allow at the outset. In practice, this is precisely what the most committed positivists and inter-pretivists have been doing anyway; the presentation of "logically consistent" hypotheses "supported by data" and the ordering of facts in a "thick" narrative are both ultimately designed to convince scholars that a particular proposition should be taken more seriously than others. Social analysis is not about final truths or objective realities, but nor does it have to be a meaningless world of incommensurable theories where anything goes. Instead, it can be an ongoing collective endeavor to develop, evaluate, and refine general inferences—be they in the form of models, partial explanations, descriptive inferences, or interpretations—in order to render them more "sensible" or "plausible" to a particular audience. In the absence of a consensus on the possibility and desirability of a full-blown explanatory science of international and social life, it is important to keep as many doors open as possible. This does not require us to accept each and every claim without some sort of validation, but perhaps the community of scholars can be more tolerant about the kinds of empirical referents and logical propositions that are employed in validating propositions by scholars embracing all but the most extreme epistemological positions.

Complexity theory useless for policy making

Cairney 10

(Paul, Chair in Politics and Public Policy¶ BA (Hons), MSc, PhD at Aberdeen University, “Complexity Theory in Public Policy” http://www.psa.ac.uk/journals/pdf/5/2010/121_665.pdf, SEH)

Why has Complexity Theory Struggled … to complexity theory than this?

russia stuff

Leadership High – SMRs

Russian nuclear exports strong now

Reuters 12 (Reuters, “Russia doubles nuclear exports despite Fukushima,” 3/23/12) http://af.reuters.com/article/energyOilNews/idAFL6E8EN4WP20120323?sp=true
MOSCOW, March 23 (Reuters) - Russia doubled … Carbonnel; Editing by Ben Harding) 

Russia is looking to compete in small reactors

Kramer 10 (Andrew E. Kramer, New York Times, “Russia’s Nuclear Industry Seeks to Profit From Alternative Fuels,” 3/18/10) http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/19/business/global/19minireactor.html?pagewanted=all
MOSCOW — Russia’s nuclear industry has … the end of the decade.

Link – SMRs

SMR technology is a race – if the US wins Russia loses

Angwin 11 (Meredith Angwin, Former project … 
One of these measures was … efforts to develop these plants.

US SMRs trade off one for one with manufacturing and export benefits overseas

Mowry 11 (Christopher Mowry, President, Babcock & Wilcox Nuclear Energy, Inc, serves on the Board of Directors of the Nuclear Energy Institute, MS in Mechanical Engineering from Drexel, Testimony before the Energy & Water Subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations Committee, July 2011, http://www.generationmpower.com/pdf/mowry_testimony.pdf)

This timeline is also critical … chain, construction, and operations jobs.

SMRs revitalize the industry – can be produced entirely domestically – creates new manufacturing, engineering, etc. jobs

ITA 11 (US Department of Commerce – International Trade Administration, February 2011, “The commercial outlook for US small modular nuclear reactors,” http://trade.gov/mas/ian/build/groups/public/@tg_ian/@nuclear/documents/webcontent/tg_ian_003185.pdf)

A serious obstacle to the … necessary for building larger reactors.
